NOTES FROM THE MEDICAL PRESS 
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The Diffusibility of Scarlet-fever Virus. —J. Rutherland says in the 
Lancet that the scarlet-fever virus has a low diffusibility—that is, the poison 
is not carried from the sick by healthy persons who themselves escape but infect 
others. He has never found a satisfactory explanation of this mediate conta¬ 
gion. From observation of various outbreaks he was cognizant of no less than 
eighty-two different sets of circumstances, each of which was, so far as our pres¬ 
ent knowledge goes, in every way calculated to promote the transmission of 
infection in the manner specified, yet no such transmission occurred. This ab¬ 
sence may be due, he thinks, to the weight of the desquamating scale containing 
the virus, the drying and rapid devitalization of the latter, or some cause or 
condition as yet unsuspected. This matter is quite distinct from the intensely 
contagious nature of the disease, for the author has seen only one single instance 
of a susceptible child escaping after contact with a desquamating case. 

Formalin in Septicaemia. —Dr. Harrows, assistant in the obstetrical ward 
at Bellevue Hospital, injected five hundred cubic centimetres of a solution of 
formalin, 1 to 0000, into the arm of a woman suffering from blood-poisoning. 
The temperature was over one hundred and seven degrees. Soon after the injec¬ 
tion the temperature began to fall and by the next day was one hundred and 
one degrees. On the second and third days following the temperature rose again, 
the injection was repeated, the quantity being increased to seven hundred and 
fifty cubic centimetres. The temperature fell and the pulse became normal 
within a few hours. 

A second case has been treated in the same manner with satisfactory results. 
It is thought that Dr. Barrows’ discovery marks an epoch in medicine. 

Infantile Scurvy. —The Medical Record remarks on this disease: “Sill 
has observed one hundred and seventy-nine consecutive cases of infants fed with 
pasteurized and sterilized milk, and found in ninety-seven per cent, of them 
unmistakable signs of rickets and scurvy, least marked in those cases where the 
feeding was supplemented with a small proportion of breast feeding. He thinks 
cow’s milk is not bettered by sterilization or pasteurization for children. The 
better plan would be to thoroughly study the source and be able to exclude the 
possibility of disease. Sterilized or pasteurized milk, he says, is to the infant 
what canned or salt food is to the sailor.” 


Prevention of Mammary Abscess. —Dr. Alfred C. King, in the New York 
Medical Journal, states that the treatment in the prevention of mammary ab¬ 
scess should really begin during the latter months of pregnancy by manipulating 
and drawing out the nipples and bathing them in alcohol or borax water to 
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harden the epithelium. Absolute cleanliness is requisite; frequent washing of 
the nipples with soap and water, followed by a saturated solution of boric acid, 
keeping gauze pads saturated with this solution wrapped around the nipples 
during the day and sterilized vaseline applied during the night. As an applica¬ 
tion, also, the author recommends the following combination: 

1£ Tannicl (Rlycerite) .qii -S 

Alcoholis.2* 3(1 

Anna* rose, q.s. ml.iii HO 

M. Sic.—To beapplicd constantly on sterile gauze. 

For the pain give opium or codeine or morphine hypodermatically if the 
pain is unbearable, and apply lead and opium wash locally. Saline cathartics 
lessen the hypertemia of the breasts. Belladonna ointment applied locally often 
affords comfort. Ice-bags are of great importance and should be employed in 
order to prevent pus formation. Support by bandages is necessary, employing 
the figure-of-eight in combination with the “ straight-around” bandage, making 
gentle compression as well as support. Bacon’s method of massage may be 
employed by beginning in the axilla and rubbing under the clavicle, gently at 
first and gradually increasing the pressure. The stroking is all directed away 
from the breast and not towards it. The purpose is to facilitate the flow of the 
blood and lymph back from the breast and to accelerate the flow in the efferent 
vessels. 


An Antiserum for Morphine Poisoning.— The Medical Jtccord, quoting 
from a German exchange, says Leo llirsehlaff has obtained an anti-morphine 
serum by treating rabbits with daily increasing doses of morphine until very 
large doses were borne with impunity. The serum obtained from animals thus 
treated was able to protect new animals completely from many times the fatal 
dose of morphine. Ample control-experiments were also conducted, so that the 
results obtained can in no way be doubted. Only one case of acute morphine 
poisoning in the human being has been treated by this serum. The result 
obtained was excellent, although additional treatment, such as atropine and 
caffeine, was given, so that the actual efficiency of the serum was not thoroughly 
tested. The serum has been used in live cases of chronic morphine poisoning 
with very encouraging results. All of these cases were habitues, and in them, 
under the influence of the serum, the morphine could be withdrawn with great 
rapidity. The usual dose of the serum was five cubic centimetres, but it is 
probable that ten cubic centimetres in acute cases is a more suitable amount. 
Its real value can only be ascertained by a more extended use. 

Abortive Treatment of Felon.— Joseph Kilns Eastman states in The Medi¬ 
cal and Surgical Monitor that in nearly all cases a felon may be aborted by 
the application of pure alcohol under exclusion of the air. As soon as the 
diagnosis is made the involved phalanx should be covered with a thin layer 
of sterile absorbent cotton saturated with alcohol. Over this a thin rubber 
finger-stall should be applied. The finger-stall should be rolled upon itself from 
the open end towards the apex and applied over the cotton by unrolling. In 
the simple form of felon caused by the introduction of staphylococci into the 
rete malpighii restitution of the tissues occurs very promptly under the alcohol 
treatment. In deep cellulitis with inflammatory infiltration and abscess, pain 
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and tenderness usually subside within seventy-two hours. It may be said in 
criticism of this treatment that a means for escape of pus should be provided 
early by free incision. In severe septic eases the tissues should, of course, be 
promptly and deeply incised, in order that spreading may be forestalled or 
checked, but in simple cases incision may not only be unnecessary, but repre¬ 
hensible. 


Treatment of Burns. —The Journal of the American Medical Association 
says that Grosse describes a severe burn in a child aged seven, involving the 
face, neck, breast, and both hands, and over a portion of its surface destroying 
the stratum papillare. The patient was first treated with carron oil applications, 
but when he came into Grosse’s hands he used applications of absorbent gauze 
wrung out of a 1 to 2000 cliinosol solution with the best results and a very 
considerable diminution of the scar. He remarks in favor of moist applications 
of this kind in preference to the oily ones, covering them with water-proof 
material and applying them tolerably warm. He docs not favor cold applica¬ 
tions. He discusses the subject from the point of view of the literature, and 
remarks, in closing, that similar applications are valuable in other kinds of 
wounds. 

Legal Registration of Nurses. —One of the measures likely to be presented 
early in the legislative session at Albany has for its purpose the registration 
and licensing of trained nurses. This proposed legislation had its birth in the 
city of Rochester and has received the encouragement and support of prominent 
members of the medical profession. A board of five examiners, appointed from 
among names presented to the Regents by the State Association of Nurses, is 
to conduct examinations of all eligibles under Regents’ rules, the successful ones 
to receive license as registered nurses. This measure will not attempt to restrict 
others not so licensed from following this vocation, but will debar them from 
using the title “ Registered Nurse,” just as at present none other than persons 
so licensed by the Regents are permitted to advertise themselves as “ certified 
accountants.' We know of no objection to this proposed law, and if, as it is 
claimed, it will enable the public and the profession to differentiate the experi¬ 
enced and the inexperienced nurses, the bill deserves to pass.— Medical Record. 


Feeding tiie Cow.—Dr. C. L. Case, of Ramona, Cal., lias been reading arti¬ 
cles on infant feeding and expresses surprise that none refer to feeding the 
cow to secure suitable milk. He writes to American Medicine; “This is the 
plan I follow: A healthy cow is selected with a calf as nearly as possible the 
age of the baby, older rather than younger if a choice is necessary. The cow is 
given dry feed, plenty of hay and bran, and no green feed for the first two 
months, and, above all, no bitter weeds. To begin with I order two ounces of 
boiled milk, two ounces of boiled water, one ounce of limewater, five grains of 
white sugar, and one grain of salt every two hours, to be put into an eight- 
ounce graduated nursing bottle with no tubes. I gradually increase the milk 
about one-half ounce each month for each feeding. I also increase the sugar and 
salt in proportion with the milk, but the other ingredients I leave the same in 
quantity for about nine months, when the child usually passes from under my 
care and begins to eat with the family. The intervals between feedings are 
to be increased fifteen minutes each month up to six months and night feeding 
done away with as much as the child will allow.” 



